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Monthly DIALOGUE 
Restorative Justice in Education 

Spring has sprung!  The dark soil is warming beneath the welcome rays of sun, flowers have poked free 
from buds, and we feel our hearts restored. For many as spring emerges, the reality of death is also 
present. Some of us have been dealing with the timely death of loved, aged relatives; others have been 
struggling to accept the untimely death of ill friends; and yet others are shocked by the reality  of 
senseless tragedy. Confronting death is a part of life. How do we do it so that we move into hope instead 
of despair? This month’s dialogue explores this and we reveals that when we allow youth a space we 
discover that truly, “a little child will lead them.” 

 

Focused Lenses 
As I dwell in the reality of the recent 
premature deaths of two friends due to 
illness, the tragic deaths of the Boston 
marathon runners and the Oklahoma tornado, as well as the violent 
death of Tim Bosma in the last weeks, my heart returns again and 
again to how we go about processing such grief, and how we talk 
with young children and youth at such times. When I was young, 
the adults in my life ‘protected’ me from these realities. And though 
now I understand their rationale, I recall so clearly feeling alone 
and confused in times of loss. Avoiding the reality of death, 
pushing ourselves to move on before we’re ready, and wanting to 
shield youth from the realities that make no sense to us even as 
adults, is understandable.  But we and our children know better. 
We need a place to be, a space to ask, to say, and to speak the 

stories that are taking shape in our hearts. 

Rj is about creating spaces of dialogue. And yes even in times of 
senseless tragedy, the framework of questions (What are you 
thinking/feeling? What impact is this having on you/others? 
What’s the hardest thing for you? What do you need right now?) 
simply posed to our students and colleagues as invitations for 
sharing can help us create that space. There is no need to comment, 
no need to explain, no need to cover up.  The circle becomes the 
container for the stories, and in hearing them youth discover their 
emotions are real.  When we honour one another as human beings 
at times like these, the words of Psalm 23 “God restores my soul” 
makes much more sense.   

Restorative justice acknowledges justice as honouring the worth of all and enacted through relationship.  When 

something occurs that affects the well-being of some, a space is provided for dialogue whereby the dignity of all involved 

and affected can be restored so that each can once again become a contributing member of the community of which they 
are a part. (D. Vaandering, 2011) 

 

And the day came when the 

risk it took to remain tight 
inside the bud was more 

painful than the risk it took 

to blossom.”  

~ Anaïs Nin 
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Making Hope Practical 

(This regular column for 2012-2013 explores young people’s perspectives of hope and its place in their lives.) 

When we have freedom to imagine possibility we can also imagine 

pathways towards change.  The young participants in the study of 

hope that this column draws from, live in the tension that is born of 

that freedom.  In a previous column, we listened to their voices 

struggle with how to move from what is to what ought to be.  There is a 

sense of helplessness mixed in with their hopefulness.  The words that’s 

the way it’s always been  become a common refrain to address the 

complexity found in the power that patterns of the past have in 

creating the present. 

Referring to movement towards justice and equity, David says, “That 

part’s messy.  We know how it should be. We know where we are, but 
we don’t know how to get there.” 

Confronting inequity between males and females, Amber tries to understand the patterns she sees, saying, 

“We see guys as more in a power position.  Like, I don’t know… They are the ones who can take the job and 
leading the people.  Cause that’s the way it’s always been, right?”   

Lisa makes similar connections to injustice between races, saying “Holding White to be the colour—it’s 
something to do with history as well.  It’s just always been that way.” 

The power of the patterns in the past needs to be addressed in education.  That power is active in the present. 

It is not sufficient to study the past in ways that leave it disconnected from the present.  It is also not sufficient 

to dream about the future in ways that are disconnected from the present.  As Grossberg (2005) suggests, 

visions of the future need to be non-utopian in a way that allows educators and students to see the possibilities 

of how to move forward.  Simon (1992) captures the idea of how practicing hope disrupts the present reality of 

what is when he says, “The hopeful person does not merely envisage this possibility as a wish; the hopeful 

person acts upon it now by loosening and refusing the hold that taken-for-granted realities and routines have 

over imagination.  …It grows from a commitment to responsibility and not from a passive yearning for 

ultimate peace and resolution.” 

This dialogue can provide spaces of hope, spaces for us to have a “conversation that moves between 

imagination and strategy” (Grossberg, 2005). In what ways do you experience the power of patterns of the 
past?  How does that connect to your role in education?                       ~Sharon de Vries 

 

THE PAPER CRANE PROJECT 

How do we build healthier relationships between youth and adults? 

Adults who work with youth gathering at a conference in St. John’s, NL this summer want 
to know! We are looking for 1000 (or more) young people from around the world to share 

in a sentence or two their thoughts on this question. We will take these ideas and write 

them in a piece of origami paper and fold them into cranes. On a bright summer day in 

July, a team of youth will gather in a park to fold the cranes. Then the 1000 paper cranes 

will be hung and read at the conference -- At the EDGE: Creating Direction for Peace 

and Justice (www.edge2013.ca).  Join us and let your voice be heard! Whether you are 

near by or far away be a part of this exciting adventure. Encourage all the youth you know 

between the ages of 1 and 25 to go on-line to add their voices:  

https://www.facebook.com/VoicesFromTheEdge2013 
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Curriculum Connections 

  

A circle of dinosaurs… 

 Some have asked can restorative justice be used in a 
primary classroom, does it work, and can young children 

really comprehend and verbalize how they are feeling and how 

to make the situation better when they are the offender or the 

victim.  Is it really worth the time? 

 Today I witnessed how well my class has accepted the 

process of a caring circle and the use of a talking piece to work 

out their differences.  We are currently working on a dinosaur 

unit and I have a collection of plastic toy dinosaurs at the back 

of the classroom.  As we were getting ready for home a couple 

of the children asked me if they could have our talking piece 
“Mr. Smiley” as the dinosaurs were in a pile and the T-Rex 

had bitten some of the other dinosaurs.  When I looked they 

had placed the dinosaurs in a circle and wanted the talking 

piece to help the dinosaurs share how they felt about the 

incident and how they could help the T-Rex. 

 As I observed I saw and heard them pretend to be the 

dinosaurs and each dinosaur had a chance to tell the T-Rex 

how he had hurt them when he bit them.  They said in many 

different voices “I am scared of your teeth”, “You make me 

nervous”, “Are you going to eat me?” “We’re scared you will 

do it again!” 
   When it was the time for 

the T-Rex to have a chance he 

told the other dinosaurs that he 

was hungry and he was a 

carnivore but he didn’t mean to 

hurt them.   

 The other dinosaurs 

listened and when they had their 

chance again they gave the T-Rex suggestions on how to 

handle his hunger-- “Have a snack before you come out to 
play.” The circle went smoothly and all the dinosaurs agreed 

to always play together and if they saw 

the T-Rex getting hungry they would help 

by calling his Mom for a snack or ask the 

teacher to help get him a snack. 

 So I ask, do you think RJ works?  

I definitely do!                          ~Bev Billard 

After taking a course at university where talking circles were used regularly, Kathy said, “I 

absolutely love this aspect of the course. I honestly have never felt this comfortable 

speaking in class, from elementary to now! I cannot wait to actually try this in my own 

classroom to help students, such as myself, break free of the fear of speaking up in a 

judgement free talking circle.” 

From management to a way of being 

 
   Since I began using 

restorative justice (RJ) 

practices in my classroom this 
year, I’ve discovered that I’m 

becoming a much calmer 

teacher. I don’t worry as much, 

and I don’t “sweat the small stuff’” like I used to 

do. This has been an unexpected but wonderful 

surprise. I initially began using RJ as a classroom 

management tool and as a way to build better 

relationships with my students – something that’s 

always been important to me. I never knew the 

philosophy would actually instill a natural calm 

and stillness in me as I’ve continued to develop 
my teaching pedagogy. After observing and 

discussing RJ with other teacher colleagues, I’ve 

realized that they have had similar experiences as 

well and are finding themselves to be much 

calmer and less high-strung around their class…  

 I’ve also now realized how effective circles 

can be for discussions and activities surrounding 

the curriculum as well. For example, when I am 

introducing a new topic in social studies, math, or 

any other subject matter, I’ll often facilitate a 
circle with my class and get a discussion going on 

what they already know about the topic or what 

they’d like to learn. Likewise, at the end of a unit 

a circle can be used to find out what individual 

students have learned. I find that circles are an 

excellent way to assess the individuals in my class 

without them even realizing it. It’s quick, easy, 

effective, and FUN.  

 I believe RJ should not be viewed as time 

consuming, but as time well spent. RJ can help 

teachers who are struggling to manage their time 
and can assist them in covering the curriculum 

efficiently, effectively, and without the stress and 

worry.             ~Heather Dawe 
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Conferences: 

At the Edge: Creating Direction for 

Peace and Justice—St. John’s, 

NL—Aug. 21-23, 2013 

www.edge2013.ca  

 
Bringing together people and 

organizations involved in educating and 

working with youth who recognize that 

in every act of violence and injustice 

there is a message that needs to be 

understood (Vanier, 2008). 

At the EDGE participants will listen to 

and critically reflect on these messages, 

as well as be invited to commit to 

personal and organizational change. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Peace Studies: Between Tradition 

and Innovation—Waterloo, ON—

Oct. 17-19. 

http://www.peacejusticestudies.or

g/conference/ 
 
The conference theme honours the 

tradition, history and accomplishments 

of the peace and justice studies 

movement while simultaneously 

seeking to expand the movement’s 

frontiers in search of new and 

innovative ways to promote both the 

practice and the culture of peace in a 

divided world.  

Circles of Hope 
RJ in Oakland Schools: Community Building Circles-Highschool 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdKhcQrLD1w 
 

A pair of students at MetWest High School, an Oakland public school 

in Oakland, Calif., facilitate a community-building circle in their 

classroom. Their approach draws on the excellent resource by Pranis 

and Boyes-Watson: 

 

The Heart of Hope: A Guide for Using Peacemaking 

Circles to Develop Emotional Literacy (Center for 
Restorative Justice at Suffolk University, Boston, 

Massachusetts (2010).  

http://www.livingjusticepress.org/index.asp?Type=PRODLIST&SEC={3D6035C9-904A-

4BEC-8A15-FBEB4C65069D}&DE={80913F88-A90E-4092-A7B2-4CBE1D692E68 
 

"The peacemaking circle is the core practice of the guide. In the Heart 
of Hope (HOH), the peacemaking circle provides the environment 

where participants develop emotional awareness and emotional 

literacy and learn to practice mindfulness. Users learn how to plan, 

create, and facilitate the peacemaking circle as a safe place for shared 

dialogue. The resource guide provides 50 step-by-step model circles. 

Each model circle offers activities for building and deepening 

relationships as well as for developing emotional awareness and 

emotional literacy.” 

 
 A recent article in Canadian Teacher—describing a circle of 
hope in a Toronto area school:  

Hurt People Hurt People, Helped People, Help People by Angie 

Doornai and Dorothy Vaandering  

 http://www.canadianteachermagazine.com/pdf/CTM-Mar-
Apr13-hurt-people.pdf  

Events and Resources 

"If you want to make peace, you don’t talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies."
      ~Moshe Dayan 

 



 

 

 

A bit of background … 

**THE RJ MONTHLY DIALOGUE IS BROUGHT TO YOU THROUGH A COLLABORATION BETWEEN SHALEM 

MENTAL HEALTH NETWORK  (SHALEMNETWORK.ORG) AND DOROTHY VAANDERING (MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY 

OF NEWFOUNDLAND)** 

Co-editors: Sharon de Vries; Bernice Huinink-Buiter; Dorothy Vaandering; Mark Vander Vennen 
(Unless otherwise indicated, content has been written by D. Vaandering) 

 

As the readership of the RJ DIALOGUE grows, for those new to it, a note explaining its origins and original audience is 

warranted.  The first issue of RJ DIALOGUE came out in October 2009 for those who had taken rj training workshops 

through the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools (now called Edifide)  and Shalem Mental Health Network in Ontario, 

Canada.  Set in the context of a faith-based independent school system, the connection of rj to indigenous and spiritual 

traditions was made with a particular focus on the Judeo-Christian perspective. This focus is also the context of the RJ 

DIALOGUE.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, your contact information was provided by yourself or someone who 

thought you might be interested. If you wish to be removed from the list, please reply to this email with a subject line 

stating:  Remove me from e-list.  If you are enjoying the newsletter be sure to contribute your questions, stories and resources. 

 And if you know of others who might benefit from it, by all means pass it on and/or send me their email address to add to the 

mailing list.    

 

 
Need more support or ideas?  Looking for an idea you read in past    

RJ Monthly DIALOGUEs? 
Back issues of the RESTORATIVE JUSTICE in Education Monthly DIALOGUE are available  

                                   on-line at http://www.shalemnetwork.org/?page_id=243 

 

WE NEED YOU! 

 This newsletter is unique because it carries your thoughts, questions, ideas, concerns. Thus to keep it going, we need 

your input regularly.  Do you have: 

• a story to share?  

• a question you wonder about?  

• a great idea for integrating rj into your curriculum and pedagogy? 

• a quote or insight that will  focus our restorative justice lenses?   

 

If you do, email it to: dvaandering@mun.ca  

Remember this is a talking circle DIALOGUE.  Don’t fret too much about format or style … just get your thoughts down 

in writing and send it my way. If necessary, I’ll edit it, ask for your approval, and add it to an upcoming issue.  When 

necessary, it’s possible to not have your name attached to it if identifying you will impact your school, colleagues, or 

students.   
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